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Evidence gathering:
Global Review on Safer End of Engineered Life

Global Review on Safer

st ol Examined different streams:

* Plastic waste
* Medicalwaste
* Electronic waste

* Construction and demolition
waste

* land disposal

Converged on 3 overarching

themes:

* Open burning
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We commissioned the global review on safer end of engineered life in January 2020 in partnership with University of Leeds
This aimed to understand what happens to consumer goods and other engineered products at the end of their useful life 
The research identified the harm caused by the open burning of waste and called for urgent action to tackle this neglected issue that has catastrophic effects on human health and the environment 
In particular, it identified risks to informal waste workers and vulnerable populations (for example, children, older people, pregnant women), as well as the risks posed through the pollution of land, air and water. 
Following this evidence gathering, we sought, in partnership, to raise the issue of open burning on the global agenda and catalyse action around this long-neglected issue.  



Addressing Open Burning of Waste
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since then we have held two global workshops in partnership with ISWA bringing together 115 people from 23 different countries to consolidate the findings from the Global review and inform the future of our work 
From this we leveraged the climate angle through partnership with the United Nations High Level Climate Champions, where we have two climate consultants seconded, Professor Desta Mebratu and Dr Andriannah Mbandi, they published a report earlier this year on open burning in Africa: challenges and opportunities which is available on our website and have been working on moving the topic higher up the high level agenda 
This year has seen significant momentum in this space, at COP26 last year, it was the first time that this issue was raised on the high level agenda, and since then we have had side events at SRI and Africities, an implementation lab at Africa Climate Week and it was on the main agenda at the African Ministerial Conference on Environment, after which a resolution was passed by African ministers committed to end open burning in Africa 
At COP27, following a solutions roundtable hosted by the United Cities Local Governments of Africa we launched a multi stakeholder partnership 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The multi-stakeholder partnership pledges to phase out open burning by 60% in 2030 and eliminate it by 2040, these are the partners that are signed up and we are looking for more partners to join us. If you would be interested please let me know. 





Open burning funding call
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Raise awareness
and broader
understanding

Build up of evidence
base

Increase knowledge
sharing

Decrease practice
of open burning

Two types of grants:

Impact grants (up
to £60,000)

Baseline study or
awareness raising
grants (up to
£20,000)

Focus:

Health and safety
Municipalities and
cities

Build local capacity
and partnerships

185 applications
across both types of
grant

Awarded in February
2023


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grant developed in consultation with experts, Dr Mansoor Ali and Dr Terry Tudor
Aims to raise awareness, build up evidence, increase knowledge sharing and decrease the practice of open burning 

I will now pass to one of the open burning theme leads, Dr Terry Tudor, who will talk on the high level frameworks in place to mitigate open burning of waste



Global Legislative frameworks

The legislative and
olicy context forms a
ey component in the
overnance structure
or managing open

waste burning

However, globally, there
are two key issues:

For many countries,
enforcement and
regulation are
significant challenges

There is N0 one piece
of legislative
framework that
governs the issue
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- Challenges

Open Burning of Agricultural and/ or Municipal Waste

I Burning of both agricultural and municipal waste is strictly regulated

Burning of either agricultural or municipal waste is regulated but still practised
B Burning of both agricultural and municipal waste is not regulated and is commonly practised
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Global Legislative frameworks

The existing legislative frameworks include a
combination of:

Waste management (e.g., the Convention on
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary
Context, & EPR)

Climate change (e.g., UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change, & Agenda 2063)

Pollution control (e.g, the Convention on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution, & the Stockholm Convention
on Persistent Organic Pollutants)

Some governance factors are also accounted for in
frameworks covering the Rights of individuals (e.g.,
Convention on the Rights of the Child & the International
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights)
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Overcoming the challenges

The Engineering X pro%ramme is directly

a%lng with the global frameworks and their
sta olders through its UN High-Level Climate
Champions and participation in relevant events
(e.g., CoP26 and CoP27)

Hosting more fora to enable policy makers and
practitioners working on the ground to work
together

Provision of support for countries to better
enable enforcement and regulation (e. g,
sharing of best practice & skills, funding, &
[gellpllple))
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Bringing
global
experts

together to
engineer
change
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